BlackFish
Post-viewing

BlackFishQuestions
1.What do you think the title Blackfish
means? What does it actually mean? Why
is this an interesting choice as a film title?
2.What are the required qualities to
become a marine trainer?
3.How do the trainers continue to work at
the park when they see the conditions the
animals are kept in?
4.How do they compartmentalize their
feelings?
5.Why are the trainers and the general
public misinformed about whales? Should
trainers be responsible in learning the
career prior to marine park training?
6.Why is Tilikum still kept in marine parks
when he’s proven to be an aggressive
whale, causing liabilities to the park and a
threat to trainers?
7.Is it a good idea to breed from an
aggressive male? Will his genes be carried
through to his offspring? What are the
alternatives?
8.Why do experienced trainers seem to be
the ones who have the most accidents and
deaths in marine parks?
9.What should the solution be for the
improvement of the health of the animals?
What regulations should be enforced?

What should the priority be for the trainer
or for the animals or both? Explain.
10.Why haven’t there been any changes
made in trainer procedures in the last 20
years since the first trainer death occurred?
What should be done?
11.Can marine parks create an
environment where what happened at
SeaWorld never happens again anywhere
else?
12.Do we need marine park aquariums?
Why do people visit them? Are they
important or cruel? What are the
alternatives?
13.Have you ever been to a marine park?
Are you surprised at what you learned
about them in the film? Would you visit a
marine park aquarium after watching the
film? Why or why not?

BlackFishQuotations
Check The Sources:
How trustworthy or credible are the sources used in the film Blackfish? Pick one of the people
interviewed for the film and search for more information on who he or she is. What qualifies him or her to
have an opinion worth listening to?
TASK:
Use the information you find to write a paragraph justifying his or her inclusion in the film.

1. “When you look into their eyes, you know

7. “I saw that there were a lot of things that

someone is home, somebody’s looking back.

weren’t right. And there was a lot of

You form a very personal relationship with your

misinformation and something was amiss. And

animal.”

you know, you sort of compartmentalize that

John Jett, former SeaWorld trainer

part of it and I did the best that I could with the

2. “There’s something absolutely amazing
working with an animal. You are a team and you
build a relationship together, and you both
understand the goal and you can help each
other.”
Mark Simmons, former SeaWorld trainer

3. “If you were in a bathtub for 25 years, don’t
you think you’d get a little irritated, aggravated,
maybe a little psychotic?”
Animal activist, CNN Special

4. “It’s just like kidnapping a little kid from its
mother, everybody’s watching, what can you
do? It’s the worst thing I can think of, I can’t
think of anything worse than that.”
John Crowe, diver, speaking about catching orcas in
Puget Sound

5. “When we first started, they were quite small,
quite young, so they fit in there quite nicely, but
they were immobile for the most part. It didn’t
feel good, it just didn’t. And it was just wrong.”
Steve Huxter, former director of Sealand, speaking
about the living conditions of the orcas during non-

knowledge that I had to take care of the animals
that were there. And I think all the trainers there
have the same thing in their heart. They’re trying
to make a difference in the lives of the animals.”
John Jett, former SeaWorld trainer

8. “It’s culture, you get back on the horse and
you dive back in the water. And if you’re hurt,
well, then we’ve got other people that will
replace you and you’ve come a long way. You
sure you want that?”
John Jett, former SeaWorld trainer

9. “Anywhere along the line, it could have been
stopped because everyone knew it was a
tragedy waiting to happen, but no one wanted
to do anything about it. And in the end, it was
the best trainer that lost his life.”
Suzanne Alee, former video supervisor, Loro Parque

10. “I’ve been expecting it since the second
person was killed. I’ve been expecting it, for
somebody to be killed by Tilikum. I’m surprised
it took as long as it did.”
John Jett, former SeaWorld trainer

performance hours

11. “All whales in captivity have a bad life.

6. “If that is true, it’s not only inhumane and I’ll

They’re all emotionally destroyed; they’re all

tell them so, but it probably led to what I think is

psychologically traumatized, so they’re a ticking

a psychosis. He was on the hair trigger to kill.”

time bomb. It’s not just Tilikum.”

Ken Balcomb, director, Centre for Whale Research,
about the storage and living conditions of orcas at
SeaWorld

Lori Marino, neuroscientist

BlackFishLinks
WEBSITES AND ONLINE RESOURCES
Please note: At the time of writing (1/6/15), all
these links worked. They have all been checked
for appropriate content, but please note that
safety cannot be guaranteed. You are advised to
check with your parent/guardian before
accessing them.

Seaworld Response to the film:
http://bit.ly/seaworldresponse

Vancouver sparked soul-searching about
the ethics of aquariums.
http://bit.ly/whaleinjail
National Geographic: The article “The Great
White Whale Fight” by Kenneth Brower
discusses the Georgia Aquarium’s import
of Russian Beluga whales.
http://bit.ly/greatwhitewhalefight
ORCA Network: This non-profit
organization, registered in Washington

About the Film
http://blackfishmovie.com
Additional Resources
Blackfish Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
BlackfishTheMovie

State, is dedicated to raising awareness
about the whales of the Pacific Northwest,
and the importance of providing them
healthy and safe habitats.
http://www.orcanetwork.org
PETA: The People for the Ethical Treatment
of Animals website includes videos of their

Blackfish Twitter:
http://twitter.com/blackfishmovie

campaigns, along with other information

Centre for Whale Research: For almost four

http://www.peta.org

decades the centre has conducted an
annual photo-identification study of the
Southern Resident Killer Whale population
that frequents the inland waters of
Washington State and lower British
Columbia. http://www.whaleresearch.com/
Maclean’s magazine: This September 8,
2010, article, “The Great Whale-in-Jail
debate” by Nancy Macdonald, discusses
how a captive baby beluga’s death in

about the abuse against animals.

Save the Whales: This U.S.-based NGO
educates children and adults about marine
mammals, their environment and their
preservation.
http://www.savethewhales.org/
Whale and Dolphin Conservation (WDC):
The global charity is dedicated to the
conservation and protection of whales and
dolphins.
http://www.whales.org/en-us

